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“A BILL FOR THE MORE GENERAL DIFFUSION OF
KNOWLEDGE" by Thomas Jefferson June 1779
(HREERDED HEEEYRE, B - TRUTEENS,)
Whereas it appeareth
that however certain forms
of government are better
calculated ... to protect
individuals in the exercise
of their natural rights, and
... better guarded against

degeneracy, yet...those

entrusted with power have
perverted it into tyranny [ 6 A BILL for the MORE GENERAL
DIFFUSION of KNOWLEDGE

...... the most effectual means preventing this would be
to illuminate the minds of the people and more especially to
give them knowledge of those facts,......... people will be
happrest ...... whence it becomes expedient for promoting
the publick happiness that those persons should be rendered
by liberal education and able to guard the sacred deposit of
the rights and liberties of their fellow citizens ,and that they
should be called to that charge without regard to wealth, birth
...those of

their children whom nature hath fitly formed and disposed to

or other accidental condition or circumstance, ..

become useful instruments for the public, it is better that
such should be sought for and educated at the common
expence of all ....At every of these schools shall be taught
reading, writing, and common arithmetic, and the books

which shall be used therein for instructing the children to



read shall be such as will at the same time make them
acquainted with Graecian, Roman, English, and American
history. At these schools all the free children, male and
female,

term of three years.......

...... shall be initiated to recerve tuition gratis, for the

And in order that grammar schools may be rendered
convenient to the youth in every part of the commonwealth.
......... To each of the grammar schools shall be allowed out
of public treasury...... Every overseer of the hundred schools
shall appoint some best students to proceed to the grammar
school...his tuition shall be paid by the Treasurer......

REPORT  relating to the bill, Princeton University Press
1. Elementary schools for all children generally, rich and poor.
2. Colleges for a middle degree of instruction, calculated for

the common purposes of life, ....

3. Ultimate grade for sciences in their highest degree.....
Jefferson regarded the Bill for the More General Diffusion
of Knowledge as the most important one in the Report (T.
Jefferson to George Wythe, 13 Aug, 1786)..............

the important thing about T. Jefferson’s bill was that those

‘whom nature hath endowed with genius and virtue .......
should be called to that charge without regard to wealth, birth
or other accidental condition or circumstance.
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An Act Concerning the Attendance of Children at School
1852 by Boston Secretary of
Commonwealth, Massachusetts

CERZA RO D DR,
REARITEEES )

Sec.1 Every person who shall
have any child under his control,
between the ages of eight and

fourteen years, shall send such

child to some public school 7 An Act Concerning the
Attendance of Children at School
within the town or city in which he resides, during at least
twelve weeks, if the public schools within such town or city
shall be so long kept, in each and every year during which
such child shall be under his control, six of which shall be
consecutive.
Sect. 2 Every person who shall violate the provisions of the
first section of this act shall forfert, to the use of such town or
city, a sum not exceeding twelve dollars, to be recovered by
complaint or indictment.
Sect.5 It shall be the duty of the treasurer of the town or city
to prosecute all violation of this act.
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