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{abstract)

In Edo period (1603-1867) Tokugawa Shogunate positioned Confucianism, especially Neo-Confucianism as the core
of learning and education. Confucianism is a philosophical wisdom and code founded by Confucius and other
Confucians in ancient China. It is a philosophical teaching regarding ethical codes and values in human life. Ethics,
such as humanity, justice, loyalty and filial piety, were the central cores in the Confucianism philosophy.

The learning of Confucianism thus became highly recommended for the administrative purpose and Tokugawa
Shogunate opened lots of educational institutions and local domains as well. Besides these institutions, a lot of
private academies ( shijyuku ),village schools ( gougaku ) and uncountable numbers of temple schools (terakoya)
were also founded throughout the country. In all these academies and schools also, Confucianism and Neo-
Confucianism were taught as main curriculums. Around the time of closing days of Edo era, when agricultural economy
and merchandise business became flourished, there arouse the need for the learning also among ordinary people. Great
majority of masses, consequently, got enrolled in village and temple schools and also private academies for business
or academic reasons. The enrollment ratio in the temple schools were unbelievably high, to be sure, the world-highest,
which indicates the highest literacy rate. Thereby it can be safely suggested that great number of Japanese in this era
learned much about Confucianism and got heavily affected by its philosophy and senses of values.

The Confucianism education was then taken over to the modern public education started in the Meiji Restoration. The
Imperia Rescript on Education was drafted by prominent Confucian Scholars. The moral discipline (shushin ) was
compiled according to the Confucian moral codes. Chinese classic, which includes lots of Confucian and Neo-
Confucian teaching materials, was one of the four major subjects. And Tokugawa government schools were transformed
into colleges and universities, and many of domain schools into middle and high schools, and private academies into
higher educational institutions and village and temple schools into elementary schools. We can, thereby, conclude that
the education in Tokugawa period; private academies over a few thousands, village schools over one thousand and

temple schools a few-hundred-thousands, played significant role in constructing the modern public education
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successfully both in curriculum phase and system phase,

local domain schools, as stated in the previous paper.
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